INTRODUCTION                 ; ;    u
(r) The burden of school work has Been
lightened by a reduction in the number of hours
as well as in the number of subjects.
(2)  Greater correlation has been established
between the different school subjects? with German
culture as the central and predominating theme.
(3)   Instruction on the basis of self-activity on
the part of the pupils and co-operation between
the teacher and the taught has taken the place of
the intellectual drill and mechanical work which
were so common before the War.
(4)  Physical education has been given an im-
portant place in the programme of all schools.
(5)  School excursions have been made com-
pulsory.
These changes have resulted in giving the pupils
greater creative freedom and in bringing school
work into closer harmony with actual life.
In the following pages an attempt has been
made to give an account of the various aspects of
the German school system, with personal impres-
sions of the institutions visited. It must be point-
ed out, at the very outset, that this account is only
roughly applicable to the whole of Germany, fort
as will be explained in Chapter I, while the
general principles followed are the same through-
out Germany, some of the details have been
worked out differently in different States.